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Paris, 26th February 2021  

Dear Friends,

Who would have imagined that the year 2020 would change our lives so 
dramatically across the globe... As the year 2021 commences, we would like to 
thank you for your numerous messages of friendship and encouragement, and 
for the commitment that so many of you have shown to our initiatives during this 
historic crisis. 
 
On the occasion of the «Artists Party 2020» in Cape Town (South Africa), last 
February, we were fortunate to have more than 350 African artists and 850 guests 
at our side, gathered together to celebrate African creation. During this magical 
evening, which now seems so far away, we presented exceptional works from 
our collection, and unveiled a work by Asemahle Ntlonti that we commissioned 
to celebrate this special event. We hope to have the opportunity to meet again in 
2022 to celebrate the energy of the artists from the African continent!
 
The health crisis continues to worsen, and no region has escaped the repeated 
onslaught of Covid-19. The human consequences across the continent are still 
YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�DVVHVV��EXW�LW�LV�DSSDUHQW�WKDW�WKH�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�LPSDFW�RI�
this pandemic will be immeasurable. In the context of this global crisis, culture 
DQG�WKH�¿QH�DUWV�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�VSDUHG��7KH�HFRQRPLF�PRGHO�RI�WKLV�VHFWRU�KDV�
been greatly destabilised. All the actors on the art scene are affected, and the 
¿UVW�WR�VXIIHU�DUH�WKH�DUWLVWV�WKHPVHOYHV��HVSHFLDOO\�HPHUJLQJ�DUWLVWV�ZKR�KDYH�QR�
galleries, institutions or collectors to support them. 
 
Since its creation, the Leridon Collection has been searching on site for emerging 
artists from different countries on the African continent. As they have not yet 
penetrated the art market, these artists, with whom we have established trusting 
relationships, have been hit very hard by this crisis. 

As committed collectors, our response to this global crisis has been to support 
WKH�DUWLVWV�ZKR�DUH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�WKH�JUHDWHVW�¿QDQFLDO�KDUGVKLS��6WDUWLQJ�LQ�0DUFK�
2020, we set up a programme and relief funds dedicated exclusively to helping 
HPHUJLQJ�DUWLVWV�RQ�WKH�$IULFDQ�FRQWLQHQW��2XU�FRPPLVVLRQV�KDYH�JLYHQ�QHDUO\�¿IW\�
of these artists the resources necessary to continue pursuing their creative work. 

Throughout 2020, although numerous exhibitions had to be postponed, we 
FRQWLQXHG�WR�OHQG�DUWZRUNV�IURP�RXU�FROOHFWLRQ��)RU�WKH�ÀDJVKLS�H[KLELWLRQ�©0DEHOH�
(OHNL�/ROD�ª�GHGLFDWHG�WR�)UHGG\�7VLPED�DW�WKH�$IULFD�0XVHXP��7HUYXUHQ��%HOJLXP���
the Leridon Collection lent six major artworks, including Encore un effort, a 
PRQXPHQWDO�VFXOSWXUH�WKDW�ZDV�VKRZQ�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�
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The installation Galaxie, ville du futur by Rigobert Nimi, commissioned by the 
/HULGRQ�&ROOHFWLRQ��ZDV�DOVR�SUHVHQWHG�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�DW�WKH�$VWUXS�
)HDUQOH\�0XVHXP��2VOR��1RUZD\��DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ�©$OSKD�&UXFLVª��FXUDWHG�
E\�$QGUp�0DJQLQ��%LOOLH�=DQJHZD¶V�The Rebirth of the Black Venus, as well as 
1LFKRODV�+ORER¶V�Nalo ikhwezi alinyulu, were also exhibited in this context. 
 
The Leridon Collection has never stopped promoted and represented contemporary 
African art through various initiatives, including providing an artistic grant to Tracy 
Naa Koshie Thompson to create an original artwork for the 2020 Stellenbosch 
Trienniale (South Africa).
 
Although we slowed this activity in order to concentrate our efforts on creating 
an emergency support fund for emerging artists, we have also actively pursued 
PDNLQJ�DFTXLVLWLRQV��0RUH�WKDQ�D�KXQGUHG�ZRUNV�E\����GLIIHUHQW�DUWLVWV�MRLQHG�RXU�
collection in 2020. We would like to take this opportunity to express our thanks 
to our very numerous gallery friends the world over for their understanding and 
patience during this time. 
 
We have also continued our ongoing restoration project, which in 2020 involved 
more than 30 works. The preservation and conservation of our collection are 
structural components of our collection.

:LWK�RXU������QHZ�\HDU¶V�JUHHWLQJ�FDUG��ZH�IRUPDOLVHG�RXU�SROLF\�RI�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�
SURGXFLQJ�YLGHR�FDSVXOHV�IRU�HDFK�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ��7KHVH�¿OPHG�LQWHUYLHZV�
give the artists a voice and allow them to present their work in an innovative way 
through these modern and interactive statements. 
 
In order to maintain our personal relationships with the artists in our collection, 
we have also set up «video calls». These informal conversations led us to the 
creation of our newsletter, the #CollectionLeridonChezVous. Each week during 
WKH�¿UVW�ORFNGRZQ��DQ�DUWLVW�IURP�RXU�FROOHFWLRQ�ZDV�LQWHUYLHZHG��WKXV�VKDULQJ�KLV�RU�
her feelings about this particular time. In addition to sharing their artistic thoughts 
with us, their works were also featured on our social media platforms. 

0DODOD� $QGULDODYLGUD]DQD�� 6HUJH� 0LNSRQ� DOLDV� $VWRQ�� :D\QH� &DKLOO� %DUNHU��
6WpSKDQp� (�� &RQUDGLH��:LOOHP� %RVKRII�� *HRUJLQD� *UDWUL[�� 'DQLHO� +DOWHU�� (GG\�
.DPXDQJD�� 5LFKDUG� 0XGDULNL�� *RQoDOR� 0DEXQGD�� *LGHRQ� 0HQGHO�� +DVVDQ�
0XVD��5LJREHUW�1LPL��$GMDUDWRX�2XHGUDRJR��1\DED�2XHGUDRJR��WKH�DUWLVWV�6DQ�� 
-HDQ�6HUYDLV�6RPLDQ��*pUDOGLQH�7REp��)UHGG\�7VLPED��WKH�ZRPHQ�IURP�WKH�YLOODJH�
RI�0DNZDFKD��$PLQD�=RXELU�DQG�VR�PDQ\�RWKHUV�WKXV�KHOSHG�XV�WR�JHW�WKURXJK�WKLV�
GLI¿FXOW�\HDU��PDNLQJ�XV�IHHO�EHWWHU�WKDQNV�WR�WKHLU�H[FHSWLRQDO�JD]HV��

In 2020, we learned to adapt to a world in crisis and transformation. In 2021, 
we will continue to focus on our main objective: supporting young and emerging 
artists on the African continent by commissioning works from them.
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The Leridon Collection will lend several major artworks as part of the Africa2020 
Season: Electricien� E\�&DOL[WH�'DNSRJDQ�DW� WKH�0XVpH�GX�4XDL�%UDQO\� �3DULV��
France) for the exhibition «Africa Reborn», Homeless�E\�-HPV�5REHUW�.RNR�%L�DW�
O¶$WHOLHU��1DQWHV��)UDQFH���RU�WKH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�Wish you were here�E\�0DU\�6LEDQGH�
IRU� WKH�H[KLELWLRQ�©0HPRULD�� DFFRXQWV� RI� DQRWKHU�+LVWRU\ª�DW� WKH�)5$&�0e&$�
�%RUGHDX[��)UDQFH���

:H�ZLOO�OHQG�VL[�DUWZRUNV�FUHDWHG�E\�:LOOHP�%RVKRII�IRU�KLV�VROR�H[KLELWLRQ�©:RUG�
Woes» at the Javett-UP Art Center (Pretoria, South Africa), including Prison 
Sentences, an installation composed of eight granite panels, and Letter L, 
FRPPLVVLRQHG�IRU�RXU�FROOHFWLRQ��2Q�WKLV�RFFDVLRQ��ZH�ZLOO�DOVR�KHOS�¿QDQFH�WKH�
SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�:LOOHP�%RVKRII¶V�¿UVW�PRQRJUDSKLF�FDWDORJXH����
 
:LWKLQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�HGLWLRQ�RI�%,62��%LHQQDOH�,QWHUQDWLRQDOH�GH�
6FXOSWXUH�LQ�2XDJDGRXJRX���ZH�ZLOO�RQFH�DJDLQ�JLYH�WKH�/HULGRQ�3UL]H��DQ�DUWLVWLF�
grant awarded by an independent jury to a sculptor whose work is presented at 
WKH�%LHQQDOH�
 
Finally, if permitted by the health and safety measures in 2021, we ambition to open 
WKH�¿UVW�©/HULGRQ�5HVLGHQF\ª��D�UHVLGHQF\�SURJUDP�IRU�DQ�$IULFDQ�SKRWRJUDSKHU�LQ�
SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�0DLVRQ�(XURSpHQQH�GH�OD�3KRWRJUDSKLH��0(3��3DULV��)UDQFH��
 
As you have understood, in 2021 we will remain committed to artists who think 
DERXW�WKH�ZRUOG��ZKR�HQOLJKWHQ�LW��TXHVWLRQ�LW�DQG�OLEHUDWH�LW��0RUH�WKDQ�HYHU��ZH�ZLOO�
be the defenders of the fact that Africa is the continent of tomorrow!
 
Africa is the future!
 
With our warmest and most artistic greetings,

 
*HUYDQQH�DQG�0DWWKLDV�/HULGRQ������������������


